
spring 2004/5764

As our first year comes to a close, it is absolutely clear that our Lower school Director, 
Jill Kushnir LeVee and our teachers, Morah rivkah and Morah Elisheva, have brought 
our school, its mission, its vision and its curriculum, to life. 

Every morning began with tfila (prayer) from the siddurim the students and the 
teachers created together, each week our students studied parshat Hashavuah (the 

weekly Torah portion) and learned to chant the first 
line in the traditional trop, and every Friday they cel-
ebrated Kabbalat shabbat with the entire school family 
and guests from the community. Throughout the year 
they worked on pre-reading strategies in both English 
and Hebrew, such as letter-sound recognition and the 
identification of high frequency words, and developed 
skills in math and science while seamlessly incorporat-
ing music, art and movement.

Themes this semester included a January unit on 
space in which the students each painted a planet 
in the solar system, then all together painted the sun, 
decorated the classroom with shooting stars, and pre-

tended to be astronauts. They studied the phases of the moon and how they impact 
the Jewish calendar. 

February was all about israel. Our students “flew” there, visited the Kotel, shopped 
at a shuk, worked on a kibbutz, hiked in the negev Desert, floated in the Dead sea
and swam off the beach at Tel Aviv. They ate israeli food, danced israeli dances, sang 
israeli songs, created israeli artwork and generally had a wonderful time!

in March the school celebrated purim and prepared for passover. Our students 
heard the Megillah (purim story), made groggers (noisemakers), masks and hamentashen 
(purim cookies). After purim they cleaned the classroom to get rid of hametz, learned the 
Four Questions and other seder songs, and created a classroom haggadah. 



Educating our children in the richness 
of their past, the diversity of their present, 
and the possibilities for their future

We greatly appreciate the generosity of all of our donors. 
(Contributions from Aug 15, 2003 through April 30, 2004)

In April they studied animals and 
their habitats, learning what features to 
look for to classify animals and examining 
their features. Why do some animals have 
patterns on their bodies? How does each 
animal feed and/or protect itself? Can 
you look at an animal and tell where it 
lives? And in May they watched caterpil-
lars become butterflies! They continued 
learning about animals, this time focusing 
on their life cycles. To better understand 
the weekly Torah portions that discussed 
God instructing the Israelites to be holy, 
including how to speak and behave prop-
erly, our students made puppets to show 
how people should treat each other with 
holiness and how thoughts and feelings 
should match words and behavior. As a 
school community, they celebrated Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, Lag B’Omer and Shavuot. 

To culminate the end of our first 
year at Chicago Jewish Day School, our 
students and teachers created a time 
capsule. Mark your calendars to join us 
in 50 years to open it!

After an extensive national search process 
involving board members, staff and faculty, 
parents, community members and our com-
munity Rabbis, we are thrilled to announce 
that we have hired Judy Finkelstein-Taff 
as our new Head of School. Judy comes to 
us with over 25 years of experience in 
education, including early childhood, el-

ementary, Jewish camping and informal 
education. She is completing a year long Senior Educator Fellowship at the Melton 
Centre for Jewish Education at Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and prior to that, 
was the Director of Judaic Studies at the Abraham Joshua Heschel Day School 
in Northridge, CA. Judy is very proud of her three sons, Avi, Ari and Josh, all of 
whom are day school products. 

Judy will formally join the school in July, but visited with us in Chicago for 
a wonderful week in May filled with apartment hunting, lots of planning for next 
year, meetings with prospective parents, and a festive evening with our parents, 
board members and committee members to celebrate the culmination of our first 
year and welcome her to our school. We look forward to Judy’s experience and 
passion taking our school to even greater heights.
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